
ACT for Peace Programme

Name of PDC:  Ilian Municipality:  Matalam
Area Office:  South Central Mindanao Province:  North Cotabato

I. SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHICS

Population:             1,266 No. of Households:        239
Land Area (has):     684 Religion:                         Islam
No. of Purok: Current PDC Stage:       Stage 5
Ethno-linguistic Groups: Stage Description:          Adapting Stage
     Maguindanaon – 99%; Iranun; 
Maranao; Tausug – 1%

II. BRIEF HISTORY

Ilian became a barangay in the same period that the municipality of Matalam, 
North Cotabato was created in 1961. The first known occupants of the place were 
the family and relatives of Datu Odin Basalon. It was in the early 1950s that other 
Muslims arrived and settled in the place. For Maguindanaons, the name “Ilian” 
refers to a peace-loving community.

In 1986, however, the place became a battleground between the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines (AFP) and the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF), 
prompting all residents to flee. The armed conflict had left the barangay with a 
school building and a barangay hall that needed major repairs. All other physical 
infrastructure were destroyed.

Though the community had borne the brunt of armed conflict, it opened its doors 
to people displaced by sporadic armed conflicts in the province.

In the 2000 ‘all-out-war’, Ilian became a major host for the internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) that the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), 
International Committee of Red Cross and United Nations Multi-Donor 
Programme extended relief and rehabilitation.

In 2002, UNMDP helped Ilian develop its barangay development plan which was 
later updated by a local NGO, the Mindanao Land Acquisition, Housing and 
Development Foundation, Inc. On the same year, it declared itself as a Peace and 
Development Community. A PDC may consist of a barangay or a barangay and 
adjacent households marked by a convergence of peacebuilding and development 
activities. It is a marginalized conflict-affected community, which becomes 



actively engaged in a process of mainstreaming with the help of development 
partners. 

III. PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

Ilian is one of the barangays in Matalam, North Cotabato bounded by barangays 
Natutungan  to  the  North,  Kilada  to  the  South,  Marbel  to  the  East,  and 
Sanggadong to the West.  It is accessible by land transportation from the highway 
of Matalam until the barangay road in Marbel. From the barangay road, a two-
kilometer cart trail leads to Ilian, cut by the Marbel River which can be crossed 
only when the water level is low and impassable during rainy season making Ilian 
virtually isolated.

Ilian has a total land area of 684 hectares.  Of this, 110 hectares is planted with 
rice;  200 hectares  with  corn,  60 hectares  of  coconuts  and  220 hectares  with 
sugarcane.  

IV. ECONOMIC PROFILE

Average Household Income (Monthly): No Data
Sources of Income: Products:

Farming               Livestock raising 
Seasonal Labor

Sugarcane              Coconut          Rice

Corn                        Vegetables      Fruit 
trees

V. LIST OF PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT ADVOCATES

Tony Idtug

VI. LIST OF PEOPLE’S ORGANIZATIONS/LOCAL SOCIAL FORMATIONS

Name Head No. of Members
Ilian Moro Farmers 
Association
Ilian Indigenous Women’s 
Association

VII. DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES (Based on the Barangay Development 
Plan)

Renovation of Barangay Health Station



VIII. ACT FOR PEACE INTERVENTIONS

Project / Activity Cost Status
Component 1
Community Organizing 30,000 Ongoing
PO Strengthening 20,000 Ongoing
Component 2
Botica ng Barangay 130,000 Operational
Ilian Health Center Renovation Project 169,870 Ongoing
Component 3
Ilian Muzcovado Mill Rehabilitation 
and Marketing

670,000.0
0

Operational

IX. PROJECTS (UNMDP PHASES 1 – 3)
 
205 core shelters Muscovado processing/

Co-Fund
RH equipment/supplies

Water system Daycare Center

X. OTHER PROJECTS (DONORS AND OTHER SOURCES)

Projects Sources
Core Shelter DSWD
Barangay Hall BLGU and Mindanao Land Acquisition, Housing and 

Development Foundation
Barangay Health Center Office of Senator Gregorio Honasan
Barangay Health Center 
Equipment

UNFPA

Tractor Department of Agriculture
Day Care Center Community Development Fund and DSWD
Warehouse and Post-
Harvest Facilities

Department of Labor and Employment (DoLE)

Warehouse with Dryer DoLE, MLGU and BLGU
School Building Presidential Social Fund and implemented by the 

AFP Engineering Batallion
2 Mosques
Madrasah
Bio-Intensive Gardens MinLand Foundation and University of Southern 

Mindanao 
Demo Farm for Onion Bulb MinLand Foundation and TACDRUP

XI. CONTACT PERSON: Brgy. Captain Datu Idtug Cutin


